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President’s Message
Richard Hebda

Welcome to 2021, there will be iris blooms in some of our gardens soon!

In this edition of the Rainbow Goddess, Ted Baker (BCIS Past President), 
provides expert practical guidance on cleaning up your iris beds in the 
off-season. Lesia Lalonde BCIS member from Penticton introduces us to 
the highly entertaining AIS feature of assembling iris puzzles on-line and 
extols the virtue of one of her favourite iris varieties. I describe a strong 
extraterrestrial Standard Dwarf Bearded iris worthy of any garden. Ted and I 
report on the major earthworks in the BCIS display beds at the Horticultural 
Centre of the Pacific (HCP). 

Despite COVID-19, the last six months have been busy times for BCIS. We 
held an Executive Committee in late fall and approved two key exciting 
projects: hosting the American Iris Society (AIS) Region 13 2024 annual 
gathering and publishing a BC Iris Handbook in time for the 2024 meeting. 
Planning for the Region 13 meeting is now underway, and we will be asking 
hybridizers for newly developed varieties to show during the gathering. We 
are working on arrangements to have the displays in two different public 
gardens. For the handbook, we will review and include key previously 
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published information by our own BC experts and 
add new material to complete the coverage. The BCIS 
Executive also helped craft a new and colourful sign for 
the BCIS Horticultural Centre of the Pacific display beds 
(see article in this newsletter).
I joined the “Zoom”er generation by presenting an 
updated version of my Climate Change and Iris talk 
(delivered to BCIS two years ago and online on our 
website) to the King County Iris Society. It seems 
to have gone well and I saw the faces of several AIS 
Region13 folks I previously knew only by name; very 
nice and friendly people.

Many folks reported an excellent iris bloom season, 
notably in the interior of the province and including 
some reblooming. One interesting observation was 
the appearance of iris buds in December on south 
Vancouver Island. I saw one in Saanich BC and Diane 
Whitehead (BCIS Membership Chair) reported several 
in her brother David’s garden near Victoria. Is this some 
new response to climate change? Diane’s brother still 
has them fat and ready to bloom in late January 2021. 

Let me end with comments on another of Hebda’s 
favourites, in this case a TB connected to my family 
roots, ‘Tatras Eagle’. In 2019 I obtained a sturdy and fine 
iris called Tartus Eagle from the interior as per the image 
below. The name puzzled me because it resembles 
Tatras Eagle. My father was born in, and my family still 
lives in the foothills of the Tatra Mountains (part of the 
Carpathians) of southern Poland. I checked its name, 
and this handsome iris is indeed called “Tatras Eagle” 
introduced by Anton Mego of Slovakia in 2014. The 
name makes complete sense because the stunning 
high Tatra Mountains are shared along the border 
between Poland and Slovakia. So, having seen it mis-
spelled by three BC interior BCIS members in at least 
two different ways, I wonder if the name somehow got 
incorrectly copied onto a label in the interior. If you 
are growing this iris maybe you can change it in your 
records?

My cousins and Anton Mego will appreciate it. 

Bearded iris buds in January 2021 near Victoria, BC.
(Photograph - David Whitehead)

TB ‘Tatras Eagle’ with one example 
of an incorrectly spelled name.

(Photograph - Leisa Lalonde, BCIS 
member, Penticton)

By the way we have been getting rave reviews for our 
Rainbow Goddess. Many thanks to our Bill Dumont 
and Raielene Langdon of Blue Pixel Design for an 
outstanding job.

And finally, I urge you to renew your memberships (for 
three years preferred) and coax a friend or two to join 
us. [See page 16.]

He has covered them with buckets to protect them 
from anticipated frosty temperatures and possibly 
snow. We await the outcome of this fascinating little 
experiment.
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Pacific Coast Irises
Diane Whitehead, BCIS Membership Chair

Almost 300 species of wild iris grow throughout the 
Northern Hemisphere in various environments -
 semi-desert, mountains, meadows, bogs and 
riverbanks. I tried growing many kinds without success. 
Well, the plants would grow, but without any flowers. If 
a tree blew down, a bearded iris would bloom for a year 
or two until other trees filled the gap, and occasionally 
a Siberian would bloom. Then I began growing Pacific 
Coast Iris (PCI). At last! Iris flowers every year.
 

produce a complex design. The petals are broader than 
those of the wild species and sometimes ruffled. There 
are usually two or three flowers on a stem, but some 
plants have inherited branching from Iris douglasiana, 
and I am trying to breed plants with multi-flowers.
 
They grow well here in sun or part shade, needing only 
our natural rainfall, though their evergreen leaves look 
greener if they are watered in the summer. They require 
well-drained acid or neutral soil and moderate winters. 
Two growers in California are currently attempting 
to develop cold-hardy hybrids by crossing the 
northernmost species, Iris tenax, with vigorous hybrids. 
They have collected pollen from tenax growing at its 
altitude limit, 3500 ft, on Marys Peak in Oregon.
 
PCIs are also grown in the British Isles, New Zealand and 
cool parts of Australia.
 
Plants that I bought in the U.S. seldom survived, so I 
began growing them from seed. Seedlings flower in 
about three years. They don’t need to be divided, and 
big clumps continue to flower well.

They do not fit well into the usual nursery schedule, 
so are rarely seen for sale. Division is tricky. They are 

Unnamed varieties
(Photograph - Diane Whitehead)

Unnamed varieties
(Photograph - Diane Whitehead)

 There are a dozen species of PCIs, growing along the 
coast from just south of Seattle to southern California 
and inland on the western slopes of the coastal 
mountain ranges. They can all hybridize with each 
other, and it is mainly hybrids that I grow.
 
The hybrids vary in height from 10 to 45 cm, with 
flowers often bordered or veined in different colours, to 
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essentially dormant all summer and put 
out new roots when the fall rains start. 
October and November are good times 
to divide them. That is when I pot them 
up and then sell them when they are in 
flower in May. If you need to transplant 
one in spring or summer, dig the whole 
clump up and keep it watered well that 
first summer.

Unnamed varieties
(Photographs - Diane Whitehead)

PCIS in Diane’s garden
(Photograph - Diane Whitehead)
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The Society for Pacific Coast Native 
Irises has a seed exchange each 
fall. They publish two journals 
every year, and their website is very 
informative: 
http://pacificcoastiris.org

Notice to Members - 2021 BCIS AGM

Mark your calendar!

BCIS AGM Teleconference

7 pm, May 22, 2021
Call 1-800-356-8278 (Toll Free)

Conference Code is 601633
 

Please participate! Detailed agenda for the meeting and financial reports will be sent separately to all members 
in early May. This meeting will take less than an hour and your participation is most welcome on the phone. 

Thanks for participating in this year’s AGM.

Unnamed varieties
(Photographs - Diane Whitehead)



Winter 2021British Columbia Iris Society 66

Late Blooming Irises Extend the Season
Penny Santosham

In 2018 I moved into town from 
sub-alpine acreage. Of 300+ iris 
varieties there, I brought 1 rhizome 
each of my 80 favourites to plant 
in four garden beds at my new 
home - a gated community in the 
Okanagan town of Penticton, BC. 
The irises settled in happily and 
have thrived in the slightly warmer 
climate, despite being squeezed 
in with rose bushes, scores of 
perennials, bulbs, vines and 
summer annuals. 

Friends and fellow BCIS members, 
Lesia and Gerry Lalonde, live in 
Westbench, a semi-rural community 
overlooking the north end of town. 
Their small acreage, Sage Hills 
Farm and Gardens includes an 
extensive vegetable garden, several 
productive fruit trees and lots and 
lots of exquisite irises in about 
ten beds scattered throughout 
the property. Varieties range from 
miniature bearded dwarfs to 
dramatic tall irises, Arilbreds and 
clumps of Siberians. 

Class Ring

Recently Lesia mentioned that 
her visitors often ask “What irises 
bloom late in the season?” Irisarians 
eagerly await the first spring flowers 
but equally satisfying are those last 
blossoms that linger long after the 
peak bloom season well into June 

and sometimes even July. 

For this newsletter, in collaboration, 
Lesia and I decided to share photos 
of our combined late-blooming 

Spirit World
Rustle of Spring
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irises as a resource for readers who 
might like to add to their ‘Wish List” 
for future acquisitions. It should be 
noted that irises will respond to the 
amount of sunshine they receive 
so ones in the shade will generally 
bloom later than those in full sun. 
Lesia said that this spring we had a 
lot of moisture followed by heavy 
rains, wind and even hail. One 
iris in her list that stood strongly 
with continued bloom was Keith 
Keppel’s 2010 Class Ring. 

To further extend the flowering 
season I have collected every 
reblooming iris I can find including: 
Standard Dwarf Beardeds Forever 
Blue and What Again, Intermediate 
Beardeds Many Mahalos and Tall 
Beardeds Immortality, Gibson Girl, 
Clarence, Rosalie Figge, Bountiful 
Harvest, Champagne Elegance, Earl 
of Essex, Betty Dunn and Gypsy 
Caravan. Lesia has many of those 
as well as Blueberry Tart, I’m Back, 

Lovely SenoritaJust Like Heaven

Ozark Rebounder, Orchid Dove, 
Spun Gold and Sugar Blues. 

We hope our photos will provide 
you with a rainbow of colour and 
beauty to brighten this dark and 
depressing pandemic winter.

Penny’s photos: Total Recall, 
Hard to Resist, French Lilacs, 
City Lights RE, Naples, Haunted 
Heart, Alpine Harmony, Prankster, 
Compassionate, Supreme Sultan, 
Role Reversal. Party Dress. (new 
clone) * Flower arrangement of late 
bloomers Role Reversal and French 
Lilacs.

Lesia’s Photos: Class Ring, Spirit 
World (Luminata), Just Like Heaven, 
Lovely Senorita, Orchid Dove 
RE, Rustle of Spring, Sea Power, 
Adobe Rose, Sugar Blues RE, Dusky 
Challenger, Merchant Marine, Belle 
d’ Provence, Thornbird and Code 
Red. *Cozy Kittens.

Dusky Challenger

Orchid Dove

Sea Power Sugar Blues Merchant Marine
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Belle de Provence, TB Spice It Up, TB

ThornbirdAdobe Rose Cozy Kittens

Naples, TBAlpine Harmony, TB Role Reversal, TB
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French Lilacs, TB Party Dress, TB, Unregistered

The days are getting longer and winter has come. What 
do I need to do to make sure my irises will survive the 
winter and give me a great bloom season this year?

We have all asked this question and there is no one 
right answer. If what you are doing now works then 
keep doing it. I will let you know what I have found 
works for me.

The most common questions I am asked are ‘do I cut 
them back and when should I do it? Timing is not crit-
ical but on the coast, I like to cut my irises back in late 
October or early November. The reason I cut them back 
is to make the beds look better and reduce the level of 
disease by removing and sometimes burning the old 
foliage. It is best not to use your bearded debris in the 
compost pile. Also, with some of the beardless irises, 
the dead foliage can harbour mice which can chew the 

Putting Your Irises to Bed for the Winter
Ted Baker, BCIS Past President

rhizomes and damage the plant.  

With bearded irises, I usually use hedge clippers and 
cut the fans in an inverted V about 10 cm (4”) tall. This is 
purely for appearance. The irises do not care whether it 

Siberian Iris (Photograph - Ted Baker)

Wanted - Past BCIS Bulletins
We are planning to scan and  upload all of our past Bulletins and Newsletters to the BCIS website. However we are 
missing many of the original bulletins and ask if you have these to forward them to Bill Dumont, 995 Hutchinson 
Road, Cobble Hill, BC V0R 1L4.  They will be returned to you after scanning and BCIS will reimburse you for any 
shipping or courier costs. Please let Bill know by phone (250 743 9882) or email to wedumont@hotmail.com if you 
have a set of these and he can arrange pickup and return.  Thanks for your assistance. 
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is a V or cut straight across or on an angle. Be careful not 
to tear off leaves that are still living and attached to the 
rhizome as this can cause rot as the sun is not strong 
enough to heal the wound.  

While not relevant to us as home gardeners, some 
growers who live in areas of hard frosts and where there 
is little spring snow, burn the spent foliage in the spring 
before growth starts. This cleans up the patch and kills 
any disease.  

Sometimes after cutting back the bearded irises I give 
each clump a generous top dressing of dolomite lime 
because of the acidity of our soils on the coast. This is 
not necessary in the interior.

Beardless irises are also cut off about 10 cm (4”) high. 
Again this is to make your patch look neater and to 
keep mice from making this their winter home. Howev-
er, it is not always necessary. I know of Siberian clumps 
that have survived for decades where a home has been 
abandoned and they still produce lovely clumps with 
lots of bloom. The old foliage dies back and acts like a 

mulch and new shoots grow up through it in the spring.
On the coast, Spuria irises start new growth in the fall 
and not all of the old growth looks bad so select out the 
dead or dying parts to improve the appearance.

Siberian Iris (Photograph - Ted Baker)

Spuria (Photograph - Ted Baker)

Other types of irises need to be treated differently. For 
example, Iris confusa need the old fan to be cut off ear-
lier in the summer after the blooms have finished. The 
new fans grow during the summer and carry the buds 
for next season’s bloom so if you cut them back you will 
have no bloom the next year.

Iris confusa (Photograph - Ted Baker)
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I choose the irises I grow based on colour and on 
notes that suggest vigour. Three and a half years ago 
I chose “Martian” for its striking colour combination 
and ordered it from Aitken’s Salmon Creek Garden in 
Vancouver Washington as part of a BCIS group order. 

The colour pattern of the quite new introduction (2015) 
from Marky Smith is stunning, an eye-catcher for sure 
as the image shows. The official colour description 
nearly boggles the mind. It includes a lot of “grey” in 
it such as “luminous grey standards”, “grey yellow falls” 
which are “completely obscured by heavy grey lines” an 
unappetizing collage of colours as I read it. Technically 
these hues may be correct, but they do the flowers an 
injustice. I see striking peachy yellow standards, falls 
with heavy purple or burgundy veining, and bright 
orange beards. The beards by the way are officially 
“bittersweet, fuzzy grey red”; to me, this conjures up an 
image of chocolate that has gone bad.

The blooms are held well above the short closely-
packed fans of leaves. The plant stands about 25-27.5 
cm 10-11”) tall, and in my garden shorter. Flowers come 
early to midseason in the SDB window, pretty much 
before most of the hybrid varieties.

The surprise for me was the vigour of Martian. It does 
not spread or sprawl, remaining compact. However, it 
produces numerous close-spaced fans. These can be 
gently pulled apart leading to many daughter plants 

Out of This World; Standard Dwarf Bearded Iris Martian
Richard Hebda, BCIS President

that quickly increase into neat and tidy offspring. The 
leaves remain clean throughout much of the season 
and are easily pulled away from the rhizome when their 

photosynthetic duty is done. As I write this 
in early January on the Saanich Peninsula, 
strong new growth has already reappeared. 

My plants grow in normal, silty garden soil in 
a slightly raised bed. Unlike some of my SDB’s, 
they have shown no tendency to rhizome rot 
yet. Considering the striking colour, the neat 
yet strong growth form, Martian, strikes me 
as an excellent subject for the rock garden 
or movable display pot or trough for an early 
spring show on this or any other planet. It is 
highly deserving of its Honourable Mention 
by the American Iris Society.

Standard Dwarf Bearded iris, Martian.
(Photograph - Richard Hebda, 2019)

A two-year old clump of SDB “Martian” showing high 
density (35+) of new growth fans. 
(Photograph - Richard Hebda, January 2021)
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The summer and early fall months 
of 2020 were extremely busy at the 
HCP display beds as we worked to 
control and reduce rhizome rot. 
We saw clearly what poor drainage 
and rainy weather can do in the 
spring. As reported in the Summer 
2020 Rainbow Goddess, clumps 
that flowered in spectacular fashion 
during the spring then rotted away 
within three weeks. The cause, 
widespread excessive late winter 
and spring rain, perhaps a new 
climate change normal?

Ted Baker and I developed a 
comprehensive plan to improve 
bed drainage and replant. The 
renovation consisted of three parts: 
intercepting surface flow at the 
top edge of the bed, creating a 
swale and ridge topography in the 
most affected portion of the bed 
and adding 5-10 cm (2-4 inches) of 
gravel and compost to the surface.

In addition to BCIS volunteers, 
thankfully we were aided by Giles 
Collins BCIS member and gardener 
at HCP, and Callum Lewis an 
energetic student summer worker.

Giles and Callum installed a 
drainage line along the path 
immediately adjacent to, and 
up-slope of our beds to intercept 
future slope wash. Sheet wash from 
the other display beds above ours 
and especially from the compacted 
path entered our plantings. Even 
in late spring, the subsurface was 
soaking wet where our Standard 
Dwarf Bearded irises had originally 
been planted; we lost many of 
them. Giles and Callum dug out the 
compacted path edge, installed a 

Horticultural Centre of the Pacific BCIS Iris Display Beds: Climate 
Adaptation 2020
Richard Hebda, BCIS President

perforated flexible drainage pipe 
and covered it with coarse gravel. 
Now slope wash will be intercepted 
and directed away beyond our 
beds.

Recontouring the beds was a major 
job carried out mainly by Callum 
and me. Ted and I first roughly 
outlined the position of the swales 
and ridges ending up with two 
swales with ridges adjacent. The 
swales directed excess water across 
and down the gentle slope away 
from the bearded iris plantings. 
Ted’s idea was to use the swales 
for moisture tolerant irises and the 
ridges for bearded varieties. With 
Callum’s strong arms we dug swales 
about 30cm (12”) deep in the beds 
and used the excavated soil to build 

loads of gravel, compost and topsoil 
we elevated and further rounded 
the raised mounds and ridges. The 
entire excavated and built-up zone 
was top-dressed with a gravel top-
soil mix to foster free flow of surface 
water away from the rhizomes.

Ted Baker, BCIS member Claudia 
Peterson and volunteer Linda 
Sangster planted more than 40 
irises (mostly bearded) in the 
renovated area according to 
moisture conditions. Among 
these is the vigorous and moisture 
tolerant beardless ‘Mysterious 
Monique’ (see box) a favourite of 
Ted’s. I managed to rescue five 
bearded iris rhizome fragments and 
cleaned them of rot. They are now 
established in my beds at home 

Summer student Callum Lewis inspecting trenches in the HCP 
BCIS display beds to improve drainage. (Looking up slope.)

(Photograph - Richard Hebda, July 2020)

up the crest of 
the ridges.

Using several 
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with the hope of replanting them in 
a year or so at HCP.  

During this major reconstruction 
effort, regular maintenance and 
weeding continued apace. Diane 
Whitehead and Claudia Peterson 
vigorously removed weeds during 
several sessions, and I hoed the 
stragglers on a regular basis. Diane 
also donated and planted several 
of her Pacific Coast Iris hybrids in 
a shadier portion of the beds and 
these have established well.

Over the early winter, volunteers 
have been asked to stay out of the 
garden, but soon we shall see how 
our renewed and replanted beds 
are doing. During this winter down-
time, your executives have worked 
hard to produce a new standard 
design HCP sign for our beds. Next 

time you visit please look at our 
handy work and encourage others 

to visit the beds and perhaps join 
our society.

Finished swales and ridges before planting BCIS HCP display gardens. 
Gravel drain running diagonally under the orange cone.

(Photograph - Richard Hebda, January 2021)

Spring 2021 Group Iris Purchase
One bonus of being a BCIS member is getting in on unique 
group purchases of special and rare Irises. In mid-2021 we 
will be ordering from Aitken’s Salmon Creek Iris Nursery in 
Vancouver Washington. Members will select their desired 
Iris (tall bearded types only please) from the Aitken’s 
website by July 12, 2021 at Aitken’s Salmon Creek Garden 
(flowerfantasy.net)  .
 
You will order and pay for your purchase on line which 
will be inspected, certified, packaged and shipped to Bill 
Dumont in Cobble Hill by July 19.
 
Bill will re-ship to the final addresses or arrange for local 
pickup.
 
By the end of February the Aitken website will have the 
2021 selections available and after that is the time to put your
orders in to Aitken’s and make sure you tell them it is part of the 
BCIS shipment.
 
The only additional cost will be for the phytosanitary certificate and shipping. Depending on the number 
of orders this additional cost is not expected to be significant. 

Venusian - Standard Dwarf Bearded
(Photograph - Aitken’s Salmon Creek Garden)
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Not a World War 2 double agent 
(despite the name), ‘Mysterious 
Monique’ is a variety of Iris 
versicolor, a species of iris that is not 
commonly grown or widely known. 
Iris versicolor, colloquially known 
as the blue flag or purple iris, hails 
from eastern North America. It 
has a wide geographic range from 
North Carolina to Hudson Bay and 
is obviously hardy. The natural 
habitat includes wetlands such as 
sedge meadows, marshes, stream 
banks and lake shores. On this basis, 

it clearly can handle moisture or 
an annual wet spell. Flowers are 
violet-blue, and the arching sepals 
(falls) bear a yellow basal zone 
surrounded by a striking white 
halo with prominent veining. The 
narrow, coloured standards are 
erect.

‘Mysterious Monique’ was selected 
by Uwe Knoepnadel of Germany 
and introduced in 1986. The 
standards are medium reddish 
violet as are the style arms which 

black. A large white signal, marked 
strikingly in violet veins, surrounds 
a large yellow basal zone.

Mysterious Monique grows into 
robust, perennial clumps to 80+cm 
(32”) tall with arching, narrow 
leaves. Several strong branched 
stems display the flowers nicely 
above the clump. 

This native North American iris 
is a great addition to the garden 
because it blooms from May to 
July after the tall bearded irises 
have passed. Considering its 
moisture tolerance, it seems like 

an excellent choice for BC 
lower mainland gardens 
where poor drainage and 
a long rainy season may 
be challenging to some 
bearded irises. ‘Mysterious 
Monique’ looks like a 
wonderful plant for interior 
gardens where hardiness 
may be an issue. It is also 
an excellent non-invasive 
alternate to yellow flag 
(Iris pseudacorus) a terribly 
invasive species in the 
Pacific Northwest.

In any case, ‘Mysterious 
Monique’ provides a 
wonderful introduction 
to the wide variety and 
adaptability of beardless 
irises. Look for it in the 
BCIS display beds at the 
Horticultural Center of 
the Pacific in Saanich on 
Vancouver Island.
 
For more images 
please see: https://
wiki.irises.org/Spec/
SpecMysteriousMonique

Mysterious Monique: A Beardless Beauty
Richard Hebda

‘Mysterious Monique’ planted in several clumps at 
the BCIS HCP display beds. (Used with permission.)

have white margins. The 
broad falls range from 
deep violet to almost 
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2024 Region 13 Iris Convention Coming to Vancouver Island
Planning for the May 2024 Region 13 Convention in Victoria is underway and tentative bookings are being made 
for the last weekend of May 2024. Host gardens for new Iris introductions will be established at Horticulture Centre 
of the Pacific and possibly Royal Roads University. President Richard Hebda, Secretary/Treasurer Bill Dumont, Past 
President Ted Baker and Director Penny Santosham are on the initial organizing committee and will be seeking 
other members soon. 

We are planning to publish a book Growing and Knowing Irises in British Columbia to coincide with the Convention 
using highlights from our past newsletters and updated articles on BC irises. 
 
The usual format for the 100 person convention is a Friday evening welcome and reception, excellent Garden tours 
on Saturday and Sunday with a banquet on Saturday night and some killer guest speakers, silent auction and other 
interesting elements. We are also considering an optional tour of Okanagan Gardens on the following Monday. We 
welcome your ideas and support. 

Puzzled?
Lesia Lalonde, Penticton

The American Iris Society Iris (AIS) 
Encyclopedia Wiki website has a 
“Daily Puzzle” featuring images 
of irises. The puzzles are from 
photos submitted by members.  
The majority of the daily puzzles 
are ‘single blooms’. On Saturdays, 
there are ‘garden view’ shots that 
include a “super hard” option (300+ 
pieces). If you check out the link at 
the bottom of this article and scroll 
down the AIS page to December 
19 to “Maid of Orange” you will see 
a ‘garden view’ puzzle from our iris 
garden in Penticton.

 At 24” (61 cm) tall “Maid of Orange”, 
a Border Bearded iris truly stands 
out in the garden over and over 
again. During the BC Iris Society 
Garden Tour in 2019, “Maid of 
Orange” was voted one of the top 
three favourites among those in 
attendance. Although the Border 
Bearded irises are shorter than the 
tall bearded irises they typically 
bloom at the same time. In our 
gardens, this iris blooms early to 
mid-season and will often linger 
on into the late season. In fact, this 
past year to our amazement a late-

season flower 
appeared during 
the summer even 
though it has not 
been classified 
as a rebloomer. 
Of note, on the 
AIS Wiki Iris 
website, there 
was a post that 
this iris reblooms 
in Southern 
California. With 
its short sturdy 
stocks “Maid of 
Orange” is ideal 
for zones where 
strong winds may be an issue as 
well as being perfect for cut flowers.

With its bright orange colour and 
tangerine beards, this variety is 
one of my top favourite irises in its 
category. It has vigorous growth-
producing 4-5 stems per rhizome. 
This iris was registered by J.T. Aitken 
in 1989 and has won the following 
American Iris Society awards: 
Honorable Mention (1991) and the 
Award of Merit (1994). I discovered 
this iris treasure at a local Big Box 

store garden centre in 2012. If I had 
to choose only a handful of irises for 
our garden, Maid of Orange would 
be at the top of the list. 
Check out the AIS link, choose a 
puzzle either standard, hard or 
super hard, challenge your family 
members and watch the timer! 
Have fun viewing the beautiful 
irises as the pieces magically link 
together.

https://wiki.irises.org/Main/
InfoDailyIrisPuzzle

Maid of Orange
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2021 Dues Payable Now 
Please pay online by credit or 
debit card through our website: 
bcirissociety.com/shop

You can also join or renew by 
mailing a cheque to BCIS c/o 995 
Hutchinson Road, Cobble Hill, BC 
V0R 1L4.   Dues for individuals 
are $15 for one year and $45 for 3 
years.  Family membership is $16 
per year or $48 for three years. 

Unsure of your membership 
status? Contact our Membership 
Chair - Diane Whitehead: ldiane.
whitehead@gmail.com.

We recommend you purchase a 
3 year membership to reduce our 
administration. Thanks for your 
awesome continued support.

Want to Join BCIS?

Join directly on our website: 
https://www.bcirissociety.com/
join-bcis/

I sowed 20 packets of various forms of Iris unguicularis over the 
years from 2000 to 2010 and have just one plant to show for it. The 
seed packets mostly contained small numbers of seeds.  A few had 
ten, but most had much fewer.  This suggests two possibilities:  It 
does not set many seeds, or not many people are growing it. The 
iris grows against the wall of the house and flowered for the first 
time last year (2020).

Algerian iris flowers from December to March, loves summer 
drought and full sun. It is hardy in USDA zones 7-9.   In addition, 
the typical flowers of this Mediterranean, evergreen, beardless iris 
are pale lavender to purple. 

White Algerian iris (Iris unguicularis) blooms in mid-
January 2021 in Diane Whitehead’s garden, Saanich 
Peninsula, Vancouver Island.
(Photograph - Diane Whitehead)

White Algerian Iris (Iris unguicularis) Blooms January 2021, Saanich, BC
Diane Whitehead, BCIS Membership Chair

The Benefits of Your BCIS Membership
RAINBOW GODDESS newsletter twice per year with BCIS news, 
expert advice on iris growing and care with beautiful and eye-
catching iris photos 

WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA – great resources for Iris lovers and 
growers 

GROUP PURCHASES – unique opportunities to buy new and unusual 
irises at reasonable prices including import from the United States 

DISPLAY GARDENS – our volunteers maintain beautiful Iris display 
gardens at Government House and Horticulture Centre of the Pacific 
in Victoria and Summerland Ornamental Garden in the Okanagan 
Valley 

GARDEN TOURS/WORKSHOPS – great opportunities to meet 
passionate Iris growers, learn from them and see their gardens 

ANNUAL MEETING – get together with Iris lovers and enjoy Iris 
lectures 

IRIS COMMUNICATIONS – regular email updates and links to other 
Iris societies

CONVENTIONS – BCIS regularly hosts major international conventions 
bringing iris experts from afar to share their knowledge
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Unnamed varieties (Photograph - Diane Whitehead)

Unnamed varieties (Photograph - Diane Whitehead)

French Lilacs (Photograph - Penny Santosham)

Algerian Iris (Photograph - Lucy Hebda)

BCIS Winter 2021 Photo Gallery
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City Lights (Photograph - Penny Santosham)

Code Red (Photograph - Lesia Lalonde)

Compassionate (Photograph - Penny Santosham)

Hard to Resist (Photograph - Penny Santosham)
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Haunted Heart (Photograph - Penny Santosham)

Prankster (Photograph - Penny Santosham)

Total Recall (Photograph - Penny Santosham)

Supreme Sultan (Photograph - Penny Santosham)
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Are you following us on Facebook?
We add news about plant sales, garden tours, special iris talks, etc., 
plus photos and information about irises to our page, so be sure to 
like us at:

 britishcolumbiairissociety

Be sure to check out our website as well where you’ll find upcoming 
events, newsletters, and our photo gallery full of beautiful iris 
photos:
bcirissociety.com

This newsletter was produced by Bill Dumont with graphic design by Raielene Langdon of Blue Pixel Design. Thanks to 
all who contributed articles, photos and other information.  Please send contributions for our next 2021 newsletter by 
June 15 to wedumont@hotmail.com.

BCIS Executive
2020-2021

Position

President Richard Hebda hebda@shaw.ca

Secretary/Treasurer
Newsletter Bill Dumont wedumont@hotmail.com

Past President Ted Baker tedebaker41@gmail.com

Membership Diane Whitehead voltaire@islandnet.com

Director Malcolm Ho You ho-you@telus.net

Director Richard Cypher cypher.rl@gmail.com

Director Joyce Prothero jprothero@saltspring.com

Director Penny Santosham pennysantosham@gmail.com

Director Darlene Li darleneli@shaw.ca

Name Email/Contact


